Computed tomographic demonstration of obstruction of the inferior vena cava caused by hepatocellular carcinoma.
A case of hepatocellular carcinoma obstructing the hepatic portion of the inferior vena cava by extrinsic compression demonstrated on computerized tomography is presented. To our knowledge, only one previous case has been reported which demonstrates actual invasion of the inferior vena cava by hepatic tumor. The signs of obstruction include: nonvisualization of the intrahepatic portion of the IVC, dilatation of the infrahepatic IVC with paravertebral venous collaterals and lack of changes in the diameter of the IVC after Valsalva maneuver.